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The efforts of certain political circles to decry the achievements of the navy led during the war to a campaign of lies regarding my former official activities; this brought home to me in lively fashion the tendency of humankind, and particularly of Germans, to rate criticism higher than creation, and to regard what has been done as a matter of course, and what still remains to be done as an omission. Even in the time of my popularity I was always quite clear that the " Hosanna " of the moment is easily followed by the " Crucify " of the morrow. I do not regret on my own account, but for the nation's sake, that confidence in the navy was artificially shattered, but I do not want to waste the reader's time with these quarrels which will presumably soon fade. I refer to the appendix to this book, which has been added in order to prevent the field being left clear by ambiguous silence for those whose pleasure it has been to decry the loyal labours of a generation.
Even in time of peace I was accustomed to be reproached with backwardness, but I did not consider it correct, in view of foreign countries, to enlighten the public. My tried and trusty method of waiting to prove the military usefulness of a new invention before adopting it universally was proof against disappointments, and was the chief foundation of our successes, but of course it exposed me to the reproaches of the inventors and of impatient patriots. I will take two examples, the submarine and the airship. I refused to throw away money on submarines